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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Moore 
[US 4,678,252]. 

Regarding claims 1 and 5, Moore disclose a mechanism for connecting a 
horizontal upper circuit board (26) to a horizontal lower circuit board (40), the upper 
circuit board having a bottom surface that is formed with a plurality of electrical contacts 
(48), the mechanism comprising (figures 1-3 and 8-9): 

- an insulating body (10) adapted to be fixed on a top surface of the lower circuit 
board (figure 3), the insulating body having a top surface and an inner side 
surface that is formed with a row of pin holes (figure 1 ); 

- a flexible retaining hook (68) fixed on and projecting upwardly from the insulating 
body, the retaining hook including an inverted L-shaped hook portion (figurer 9) 
that has an upright plate portion and a retaining portion which extends laterally 
from an upper end of the upright the portion and which is formed with an 
abutment face so as to confine the upper circuit board between the abutment 
face and the top surface of the insulating body (figure 3); 
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- a plurality of conductive pins disposed respectively within the pin holes, the 
conductive pins being in electrical connection with the lower circuit board; and 

- the upper circuit board being clamped between the abutment face of the hook 
portion of the retaining hook and the conductive pins (figures 3-5). 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Moore further discloses the retaining hook being formed 
integrally with the insulating body (figures 3, 8 and 4-5). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Moore discloses the retaining hook further including a 
horizontal cantilever plate portion that has an inner end which is connected fixedly to the 
insulating body (figures 4-5, 9). 

Regarding claim 4, Moore discloses the retaining hook having an inwardly and 
downwardly inclined guiding face so that one side of the upper circuit board can be 
placed on the inclined guiding face during assembly (figures 4-8). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Enomoto [US 5,088,929] discloses a board to board connection 
type electric connector. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

9/28/05 
Hung Bui 
Art Unit 2841 




